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26™ HEAD OF FISHERIES MEETING
AND FISHERIES SIDE EVENT OF PALM 8
14" — 18" OCTOBER 2018, TOKYO, JAPAN

MY EXPERIENCE

Administrative Assistant, OFCF F1JI OFFICE

Ms. Ruby Ah Yuk

It was an honour and privilege to attend the 26™ Head
of Fisheries Meeting and Fisheries Side Event of
PALM 8 held in Tokyo this year from the OFCF Fiji
Office. I was excited at the opportunity and to be the
first Administrative Assistant attending these series
of meetings in Tokyo was more thrilling. I was also
delighted at the thought that I would be visiting
Tokyo again after 9 years since I left this metropoli-

tan city that I once called home.

Preparation started in June 2018 with our first corre-
spondence to the Heads of the Fisheries Meeting ad-
vising of the meeting schedule from 14% to 16% Octo-
ber to be held in Tokyo. We also started working on
the participants’ flight itineraries by seeking the best
way possible for the delegates from the nine Pacific
Island countries to arrive in Tokyo in time for their
scheduled meeting. By the first week of October
2018, our last correspondence to the respective par-
ticipants were dispatched, with airline e-tickets and
logistics for their arrival and schedules for the dura-

tion of their week-long meeting in Tokyo.

On Friday, October 12" T departed Nadi with Fisher-
ies Expert, Mr. Hatano on Fiji Airways direct flight
to Narita. We arrived at Narita airport in the evening
and as I stepped off the plane, the familiar sounds
and sights made me nostalgic of the time I used to re-
side in Tokyo. Though the airport seemed much big-
ger and improved over the years, there were still con-

struction sights within the airport in preparation for
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the Olympic Games 2020. Mr. Hatano and I parted
ways as he took the train home and I took the Limou-
sine bus bound for Andaz Tokyo Toranomon Hills
which is the stop nearest to my hotel, Tokyu Rei Ho-
tel. The bus driver skilfully maneuvered the bus
through the narrow streets of Tokyo as the evening
construction sites were busy with workers. It was
good to be back and I was so looking forward to my
week-long stay in Tokyo. Saturday, October 13 was
my day off and I was looking forward to going out to
explore and visit some of the familiar places around
Tokyo. I was also invited to join the Fiji community
of Tokyo at Hibiya Park for a little get together to
celebrate Fiji Dayi. There I met old Fiji and Japanese
friends from early years in Tokyo which included the
new First Secretary and one of my best friends, Ms.
Kelera Savu. It was good to meet with old friends
and acquaintances, eating, drinking and enjoying the

beautiful cool afternoon.

Fiji Day Celebrations at Hibiya Park with friends

i Fiji Day is the National Day of Fiji and is celebrated on 10 October.
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The official meeting started on Sunday, October 14®
at the OFCF Headquarters (HQ), starting with the bi-
lateral meeting with Nauru. As I was assigned to
take notes and prepare reports for all the bilateral
meetings, | arrived at the office with Mr. Hatano who
showed me the way from my hotel to the office. I
was pleased to meet with Mr. Uchida, Mr. Horinouchi,
Mr. Yamada and Ms. Miyamoto, the newest staff
member of OFCF. The morning session of bilateral
meetings was with Nauru, followed by Papua New
Guinea and the Solomon Islands in the afternoon.
This was my first experience to sit in bilateral meet-
ings between OFCF and the 9 Pacific Island Nations.
The discussions were interesting and focused mainly
on 3 important factors regarding the Fisheries Devel-
opment Assistance in Pacific Islands Nations (FDAP-
IN) projects in each of the countries; i) Report on
Conditions of Fisheries Related Facilities ii) Revital-
ization of Fishery-Related Facilities iii) Requests for
2019. Bilateral meetings continued for the next 2
days with 3 countries each day; Fiji, Kiribati, Tuvalu,
Palau, FSM and finally Marshall Islands. It was a
pleasure meeting familiar faces from the respective
countries whom I met previously at the Head of Fish-

eries Meetings in Fiji.

Dinner with Mr. Fukuda and Mr. Maedamori

On Monday, October 15" T had the pleasure of meet-

ing the new Senior Vice President, Mr. Hisashi Endo

boss and Resident Representative, Mr. Fukuda and
Mr. Maedamori the former Assistant Resident Rep-
resentative whom I worked with back in Fiji. I am
ever so grateful to Mr. Fukuda who hired me to work
at the OFCF Fiji office. After work of that day they
took me out for dinner and drinks and it was nice to

catch up and talanoa about old times.

The Plenary meeting was held on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 16" at the OFCF HQ. We had set up the meeting
room the previous afternoon. The main meeting ta-
ble was neatly lined with miniature flags represent-
ing the invited participants from the 9 countries, the
host country and name plates of the participants. The
tea and coffee corner were set up neatly with snacks
and candy to enjoy. I really liked the grilled sweet
potato (yaki imo) that Mr. Uchida had made from
home. Participants arrived early for the meeting and
it was nice to see everyone relaxed and happy to be
meeting their old friends in Tokyo again. The meet-
ing was called to order by Mr. Akiyoshi Hosokawa,
Resident Representative, OFCF Fiji Office.

Plenary Meeting with Mr. Meguro and Mr. Mochida

Our President, Mr. Yoshiharu Takenaka opened the
meeting by welcoming everyone and wished all the
participants a successful meeting and stay in Tokyo.
The meeting ran smoothly and on time and there
were some interesting items on the agenda. The first

presentation was by Mr. Wataru Tanoue of the Fish-
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in his lovely office. 1 was happy to meet my former i conversation
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eries Agency of Japan. His topic was on the current
status on Pacific Bluefin fisheries management and
other topics relating to WCPFC15. Mr. Motoki Fujii
then presented on the diversification of coastal fish-
ery in the Pacific Island Countries. He spoke on the
utilization of fish aggregation device (FAD) and the
many different methods used in other countries. He
also introduced improved methods of FADs for
coastal fishery and some other useful fishing meth-
ods. He also shared a video of improved FADs intro-
duced in the Dominica Republic and are now been
used by the fishermen. This was of great interest to
the audience as many delegates gathered around him
for more information during the coffee break. Other
topics presented that day was on development of
FDAPIN Project after 2020 by Mr. Yamada and this
gave a clear understanding to the delegates of the sit-
uation on the government’s funds and budget for the
FDAPIN projects. The last item on the agenda was
in regards to the revitalization of fishery related facil-
ities in the Pacific Island Countries by Mr. Hosokawa.
Closing remarks from our Senior Vice President, Mr.
Hisashi Endo ended the Plenary meeting for the
Head of Fisheries meeting 2019.

The evening programme consisted of the Friendship
Party hosted by OFCF at the Fuutei Hibiki Akasaka.
The function room was a beautiful, modern styled
room with a touch of traditional Japanese, with a
beautiful Lily pond out by the terrace. The party was
attended by the visiting delegation, diplomatic corps,
dignitaries and fisheries related personnel from
around Tokyo. I assisted the staff together with the
interns, who will be new OFCF staff from next
spring, in greeting guests and helping with registra-
tion and the safe keeping of their personal belong-
ings. Formalities were guided through by our master
of ceremony, Mr. Waku. The party was a hype of

laughter and chatter as everyone met up with new

and old acquaintances and friends who they had
worked with in their respective countries through
OFCF or other organizations. The food was a grand
display of Japanese cuisine which everyone thor-
oughly enjoyed, in particular the fresh fish of sashimi
and sushi that were enjoyed with either Japanese
beer, whiskey or sake. A night to remember for some
of us who were attending this meeting in Tokyo for

the first time.

Friendship Party in Akasaka

Wednesday, October 18" was an excursion to Uchiura
Port in Numazu in Shizuoka Prefecture to have a
look at their aquaculture business and to witness the
traditional way of making salt preserved by Heda
Shionokai. The bus departed Hotel Okura at around
8:15am arriving Uchiura Port around 10:20am. It
was a beautiful warm sunny day and the ride to
Shizuoka was a pleasant one. The tour guide was
friendly and the service was impeccable. The bus
was fully equipped with comfortable seats and a full-
sized washroom. Upon arriving at Uchiura Port, we
were met by staff members of the Uchiura Fishery
Cooperative and we boarded their boats which took
us out to their aquaculture spot. A first-time experi-

ence to see an aquaculture site and everyone was in-
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terested and excited to see the hundreds of fishes
been bred there. The species that they were breeding
were red sea bream, horse mackerel, yellow tail and
white trevally. Everyone was impressed with the
feeding machine which was demonstrated on how it
worked. The cooperative also operates a restaurant
called Ikesuya Restaurant where we had a lovely set
menu lunch of fresh fish from the area. After lunch
we took another bus trip to the salt production com-
munity called Heda Shionokai. We met with a group
of energetic women who were wives of local fisher-
men that operated this local salt production that has
become a nation-wide recognized brand after their
successful set up in 2001. The women demonstrated
to us how the salt water that was brought in from the
sea was boiled over a large earthen stove and the salt
water is evaporated and salt is extracted from it. We
all had turns in extracting the salt from the pile and
had a taste of the salt in the onigirii that the ladies
had kindly prepared for us. They had also prepared
some boiled Takaashiganiﬁ crabs which we thor-
oughly enjoyed the juicy taste. Everyone bought lit-
tle packets of their salt products and salt candy and
they had also given us souvenirs to bring back with
us. After our group photo we said farewell and we
headed back to Tokyo. Despite the peak traffic after

work we managed to arrive back at the hotel on time.

The final day on the programme was the PALM 8
side event in relation to the 8" Pacific Islands Lead-
ers Meeting, which was held at Sanbancho Kyouyou
Kaigisho. The meeting was attended by many im-
portant officials and dignitaries from local govern-
ment, different fisheries related agencies, universities
and associations. President of OFCF Mr. Yoshiharu
Takenaka opened the meeting and wished everyone a

successful and meaningful workshop with our over-
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7 Japanese rice ball
ii Japanese giant spider crab (Macrocheira kaempferi)

seas visitors and Japanese dignitaries around the ta-
ble.

PALMS Side Event Meeting

There were two keynote speeches; from Papua New
Guinea, Mr. Leka Pitoi who presented on behalf of
Mr. John Kasu, Managing Director of NFA, who was
unable to make it to the meeting. The presentation
focused on the “Introduction of the effort of Papua
New Guinea for promoting fisheries for addressing
environmental issues and also for promoting com-
munity development”. From the presentation it was
concluded that it is important for Pacific island coun-
tries and Japan to continue to work together for a mu-
tual and successful future in managing and develop-
ing our fisheries resources. The second keynote
speaker was from Mr. Kazuhiko Ooe, Mayor of
Ama-cho, Oki-gun, Shimane Prefecture. Mr. Ooe’s
topic was focused on “Japan’s challenge to the pro-
motion of the outer islands and the factors in suc-
cess”. His presentation was a great inspiration to the
invited guests as it showed how a small island with a
once declining population and declining economy
has now become a successful thriving island. It was
through the hard work, sacrifice, dedication, beliefs
in each other that the island is now a thriving island.
There were salary cuts by the lawmakers and staff
and better benefits for the elderly and new born chil-
dren. They were also able to become self-sufficient
farmers and fishermen and worked hard to revive
their economy again. Their products have become

popular such as the Turban Shell Curry, Haruka
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Oysters, Ama Salt, Oki Beef to name a few. There
have also been success stories of people from the big
cities returning or looking for a different lifestyle that
they are now residing and working in these types of
communities. It was an interesting topic and I was
impressed at how passionate this island community
was in working towards their goal. Following the
keynote speakers, Mr. Shimamoto of OFCF present-
ed on potential fishery products for market distribu-
tion. He explained that in the Pacific Island Coun-
tries there are some products that could acquire high
market value overseas but entry by private compa-
nies has not developed yet. Mr. Shimamoto is now
working on this new project to conduct local surveys
aiming at finding out what products are there with
such a potential for market distribution. Lastly, there
was a panel discussion among the panelists from the
different universities and fishery agencies. Later that
evening we all gathered for the last time at Tokai
University Club, “Fuji-no-ma”, for the Friendship
party hosted by the Fisheries Agency of Japan.

The week-long Head of Fisheries Meeting 2018 and
side event of PALM 8 were success. Everyone had a
good time that evening farewelling each other and
looking forward to the next Head of Fisheries meet-
ing 2019 for more discussions on the FDAPIN proj-

ects in the Pacific.

Seafood on display in Tsukiji

On Saturday morning, Mr. Hosokawa invited me for
breakfast at the old Tsukiji market street. 1 was

treated to a delicious sushi breakfast at the famous
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Sushizanmai restaurant. It was amazing to see the
variety of seafood on display at the market. Tourists
and Japanese shoppers were bustling around for
some good bargains of fresh seafood.

I departed Tokyo on Sunday evening bound for Nadi
and was on the same flight as Mr. Apinelu and Mr.
Tupulaga from Tuvalu, Mr. Hatano and Mr. Caine

from Fiji.

Clockwise: Mr. Tupulaga, Mr. Apinelu,
Mpyr. Horinouchi, Mr. Caine, Myself

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr.
Hosokawa and my colleagues at the Fiji Office and to
OFCF Head Office for giving me this opportunity to
visit the head office and to experience a Head of
Fisheries Meeting in Tokyo, Japan. To everyone
who arranged my stay and transportation, thank you
so much for your kind assistance. To Mr. Uchida

thank you for the sake which [ enjoyed with my Dad.

Enjoying sake with my father

I look forward to the next Head of Fisheries meeting

2019 and wish you all a prosperous year ahead.
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