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19 JAN 202

Mr. Yoshiharu Takenaka

President

Overseas Fishery Cooperation Foundation of Japan
Tokyo-Japan

Subject: Congratulation for the OFCF 50th anniversary celebration

Dear Sir,

First of all, I would like to express my best wishes for a happy and prosperous
new year and take this opportunity to congratulate you for the celebration of the
50th anniversary of the creation of the OFCF.

To this end, I would like to express my deep gratitude for inviting ATLAFCO to be
associated in the memorable pre-event of the OFCF 50* anniversary, the
Symposium on "Development sustainable fisheries within the framework of
harmony bety ecc ic develop t and environmental conservation” as a
partner that has the common objective of promoting the sustainable use of
marine fisheries resources.

Once again, on behalf of the Member States, | would like to reiterate and
appreciate the excellent cooperation that the OFCF maintains with African
countries through the Fisheries Promotion Fund, which constitutes a valuable
contribution to the development of the fisheries sector of ATLAFCO States.

Sincerely,

Abdelouahed BENABBOU SWHAR
i
\ S )
Executive Secreta Executiva
» L=
L A% S

ATLAFCO / ATLAFCO Executive Secretariat. N*2 rue Ben Darkoul, Souissi, 10220 Rabat — Morocco
Tel: +212 530 77 42 21 F ax: +212 537 65 18 10 e-mall: com
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AW IR N e S 00 W
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L. W TEHOEERLI-WERVWE T,
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A Study Experience in Japan

Coastal Fisheries Officer, NFA Terence Kedamwana
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1. Short Self-Introduction

2.

Name: Terence Kedamwana
Organization/Position: National Fisheries Au-
thority (NFA), Coastal Fisheries Officer
Graduate School: Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific
University (APU), Graduate School of Asia
Pacific Studies, International Relations
Location in Japan: Oita Prefecture, Beppu
City

Study Duration: September 2020 to Septem-
ber 2022

Introduction

Konichiwal

I am Terence Kedamwana from Milne Bay
Province. Most of my early life was spent in

Eastern Highlands and Jiwaka Provinces in
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PNG. Since childhood, I took keen interest in
exploring "how, what and why questions" of
the pristine natural environment of PNG.
Several years passed, I found myself
graduating with a Bachelor of Science
(Biology) from the University of Papua New
Guinea (UPNG). My early fishing adventures
along the banks of the Mighty Waghi River
has turned into understanding the vast
Pacific Ocean and the resources within, with
priority given to the concerns for sustainable
development among coastal and island
communities in PNG. I currently work with
the National Fisheries Authority of Papua
New Guinea (NFA) as Coastal Fisheries Officer-
The Trial Trap Net Project Coordinator since
2013. I felt a little skeptical at first that trap
net might destroy the environment and

encourage over harvesting of coastal fishes.

Overseas Fishery

of Japan

Mr. Terence Kedamwana

2023. 3



But then later, I leant of the technology over
time and understood the design, function and

sustainable characteristics.

3. Overall View of Japan: People and
Places Visited while studying in Japan
As a developed country, Japan is known
for its advanced technology such as the
Shinkansen or what many people refer to as
the 'Bullet Train'. Convenient stores and
drink vending machines operate all night and
day and can be found at almost every street
corner. This experience effectively reflects
Japan's technological advancement and
convenience in daily life.

Personally, one of the most significant
experiences is about the people of Japan.
Japanese people are among the most selfless,
friendly, reliable and very respectful. Also,
the natural environment in Japan offers
different experiences with its own unique
beauty experienced from the four seasons
that occur annually.

Beppu City where my graduate school
located is well known for a lot of Onsen
or hot springs and beautiful natural
environment. Among other cultural features
of Japan, the Onsen is a very relaxing
tradition that many Japanese and tourists
enjoy for revitalization of peaceful mind,
friendly getaway and relieve of stress. APU
is culturally very diverse. At May 1 st 2022,
there are students from 94 different countries
and regions. All classes are offered in English,
and Japanese language classes are also taken
by many students. The Professors have
background of extensive practical
understanding and wealth of knowledge and

vast experience from various specialties.

Also, the learning environment is very
conducive as the university offers many
learning opportunities. There are also many
social groups in the university that inspires
various talents among the students as well.
APU encourages diversity and cooperation
among different countries to take on world
problems together. APU ranks among top
Japanese Universities in the Graduate School
of Asia Pacific Studies.

The history and culture of Japan is so rich.
There are much to learn from the Japanese
history in regards to the development of
many developing countries in terms of
politics, economic development, cultural
heritage preservation, technology, education
and many more. Especially, it was fascinating
to learn from the historical and cultural
significance of the Japanese culture in Kyoto.
It was very fascinating to realize that Kyoto
still maintains its cultural significance while
adopting to the modernized culture with
strong emphasis on tourism. Thousands of
tourists visit Kyoto every year to experience
the culture of Japan and visit the world
heritage centers that are preserved tre-

mendously well over hundreds of years. A

jaw dropping few days experience with so

The Golden Temple (Kinkaku-ji) in Kyoto
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much regret in not spending more time in
Kyoto. An awesome time harnessing the
development spirit of one of the best cities in

Japan, Kyoto!

4. Experience of Studying in Japan
during COVID-19 Pandemic
Japan and PNG maintain good relationship
based on shared democratic values and
respect for one and other. The JICA SDGs
Global Leader Scholarship Program reflects
the strong cooperative relationship between
Japan and other countries including PNG,
and it has been developed with mutual hope
for continuous cooperation between both
countries. Under this program, Japan provides
study opportunity for young generation work-
ing as government officials who have a deep
sense of concern and responsibility for their
national development. Essentially, the
program is designed to encourage them to
expand their understanding and knowledge
to face confronting global challenges while
promoting national development through
meaningful cooperation with key partners

and the larger global community.

My research was on the technical cooperation

Graduation at APU

36 e

component of the contribution of Japanese
Overseas Development Assistance (ODA)
towards coastal fisheries development in
PNG. The contribution of trap net towards
coastal development in PNG was the main
focus for my study. First, the management
arrangement for trap net was discussed as
part of contributions of the Overseas Fishery
Cooperation Foundation of Japan (OFCF
Japan) to NFA towards coastal development.
Key emphasis was the technology contribution
towards resource management, and working
group management guided by the working
group management guideline. Second, the
trap net project was supported by Rabe
(one of the projects location) data towards
addressing food security. Emphasis was
placed on the community fund and replacement
fund towards addressing sustainability of the
project as well as contributions towards
community development. It was found that trap
net contributed to community development,
and sustainability of the project was mainly
attributed to the management practice and
contributions in food security in terms of
community fund, wages to local fishers,
replacement fund. An account of Japan's
technical assistance towards the introduced
trap net fishing in PNG has contributed to
food security.

Studying in Japan is definitely an opportu-
nity to learn many different cultures and
experiences. However, with the challenges
faced by the restrictions due to the COVID-19
pandemic, persistence and determination
have been the key to pursue studies to fulfil
both academic and personal goals. For these
goals, it was encouraging to have discussions

with other students to gain new ideas and
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experiences. Also, encouraged was to share
my writing with others so they can assist in
improving my writing and academic language
skills. My study time in Japan was entirely
based on online classes, and it was quite
limited but the experience was nevertheless
fruitful. Through online classes necessary
requirements were successfully completed,
and I successfully graduated with Master's
degree in Asia Pacific Studies with specialty
in International Relations from Ritsumeikan
Asia Pacific University on September 16th
2022.

5. Career Path after Studying in Japan
Since 2013, the NFA has signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU) with OFCF Ja-
pan for the introduction and implementation
of the trap net fishing technology in PNG.
This project reflects the PNG Government's
aspirations of the SDG 14- Life Below Water,
and it strongly emphasizes technical coopera-
tion between PNG and the Japanese Govern-
ment. Among others, a key target is to look
into the immediate need of coastal fisheries
development in addressing food security and
community development. The project has ex-
panded from Wewak (2013) to Lae (2015) and

Visiting Fujii san (OFCF expert)

recently been introduced to Alotau in 2019.
The experience of working with many of the
coastal communities and OFCF Japan has
been humbling and an inspiration to reach
further for more knowledge.

After graduating, as a main partner in fisher-
ies development, it is my hope to further look
into strengthening the cooperation efforts be-
tween PNG and Japan to promote develop-
ment in the fisheries sector in PNG. Much
emphasis will be on the coastal fisheries de-
velopment area targeting improvement of in-
frastructure, community development and in-
troducing new fishing methods. Specifically, I’
d like to encourage local technical fishers to
train other local fishers. Furthermore, the
long-term plan is to concentrate and localize
the training function at the National Fisheries
College for locals and technical staff to learn
trap net technology and management. Also, I
hope that OFCF Japan keeps providing tech-
nical experts and helping PNG in technical
trainings and provision of equipment for
PNG. I'd like to keep good relationship with
OFCF Japan and to make effort for future de-
velopment in PNG.
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[Speaking at a news conference at the Japan National Press Club a day after bilateral talks with Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida, Panuelo said the extensive information provided by Japan meant he trusts the country
in “doing the right thing” and ensuring it “does not harm the shared asset which is our Pacific Ocean.”

But he stopped short of offering full support, saying that while his government has been “satisfied” with the
information provided, “this is not to say that we are stopping, we continue to consult with the government of

Japan” to ensure the water “meets requirements so that it is safe.” ]

WIS MNP ZEZZGEHER LIS FELZGRL TIERCO2 YR T EZTW I E ) . EHORARL
LCTHI IR BoTATIIEEZ S, FHI. A=V TORYNY OBHEIMLOOFEEILETHA .

I R 1 EFEOMMRRM A2 LR, I 7ax 7 RKE (HAREHE. 2023422 H 2 H)
https.//www.nikkei.com/article/’DGXZQOUA02C 9 F 0 S 3 A200C2000000/

il KF¥sEE 7 + —5 2 (PIF : Pacific Islands Forum) BE% (4V%4. 20234E11H15H)
https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/area/pit/gaiyo.html

iii Joint Statement between Japan and the Federated States of Micronesia 2 February 2023 (530) (4VE4)
https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/files/100454246.pdf

AARE I 70t o 7ie oMok sP (202342 1 2 H) (R GhsE)

https.//www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/files/100454247.pdf

v G CHAE L7 W % & G ek % 2 M 3% (ALPS : Advanced Liquid Processing System) %12k 9. b
Y F 7 2 DA O BURVEYE & BB OB o BIHIIEHE 2 725 F LB L 72K GREIEHP X Y 5IH)
https://www.env.go.jp/chemi/rhm/r 3 kisoshiryo/r 3 kiso-06-03-05.html

vV Micronesia pres. says = transparency eased Fukushima water concerns (The Mainichi, 202342 H 3 H)
https://mainichijp/english/articles/20230203/p 2 g/00m/ 0 in/048000c
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